Serum and urinary divalent cations and plasma renin activity in women with mild pregnancy-induced hypertension.
Serum concentrations and urinary output of calcium, magnesium, sodium and potassium were analysed in normotensive pregnant women and in women with pregnancy-induced hypertension during the third trimester. In addition, plasma renin activity (PRA) was also determined. Significantly lower serum total calcium, urinary calcium and magnesium excretions and plasma renin activity were evident in women with PIH. Urine output and creatinine clearance were not significantly different between the two groups. No significant correlation was evident between serum calcium, magnesium and PRA. The relationship between these parameters and high blood pressure is not immediately apparent. They nevertheless suggest of a disturbance in electrolyte metabolism in women with PIH, that may underly the pathogenesis of this disorder.